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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


(Jaeettons Wanting Answers, 
(jnestloas Answered. 

You gay in No. 60: "The Scriptures do not say 
how many were counted in the original church. ' 
Then why did you say in 47, that the original 
church numbered twelve ? 

The original church was composed of the 
twelve. They were first built upon the Rock, 
then others were added to them and it was atill 
the original church. 

You say in No. 50: '.' the scriptures say nothing 
about bow mauy were baptized. Then " why did 
you say in No. 47, that: "Probably five or six 
hundred were con verted and baptized." 

Because fire or six hundred is fur above any 
similar day's work I have any knowledge of. It is 
simply a matter of conjecture, as the "probably" 
indicates in the sentence. 

You say in No. 60: "No one knows now how 
many of the number were baptized on the day of 
Pentecost." Then why did you aay in No. 47, "The 
remaining 2,400 or 2,500 were added by relation." 

Those would be the numbers remaining if the 
probable numbers giren are the same as the true. 

You say in No. 47: "The twelve apostles were 
the original church, and the hundreds who had 
been previously baptized, were in Jerusalem on the 
Day of Pentecost, and as we would expre ss it, 
"handed in their letters." From what church did 
they get their letters? 

From John the Baptist's. 

Why was it impossible for men under divine 
direction to baptize three thousand in one day t 

■ I believe those baptisms were performed accord- 
ing to the divine directions, as given in St. Matt., 
aid there was inquiry to know who received the 
word gladly, — some interchange of words be- 
fore the holy ceremony was performed ; and the 
preaching continued till nearly ten and probably 
twelve o'clock. I believe the twelve did the bap- 
tizing, and according to the divine commission, 
twelve men can't baptize 3000 souls in six or 
eight hours. 

This question was asked you before and your an- 
swer reminds me of a gentleman who charged his 
servant to give his callers that morning an equivocal 
answer to their questions; a friend came and left in 
haste, the gentleman seeing his departure from the 
window, called his doorkeeper and said: what did 
Mr. B — say to you, he said: is your master in? 
and what did jou say that he left so quick: I said, 
Is your grandmother a monkey. Now I think my 
brother hasgiven me an equivocal answer. I asked 
why it was impossible for men under divine di 
rection to baptize three thousand in one day, and 
he tells me directions for baptizing are found in 
last ch. of Math. Verily thank you "my brother for 
the information. 

'But this" you aay in No. 50 'is foolishness." 
"When I look at your answer to my question. I 
am not prepared to contradict you. 
I am really glad that one statement is all tight. 

This subject is nit a foolish sub ject, you made 
special preparation for your answer to Bro. Frame, 
in which answer you took the ground that twelve 
were the original church and hundreds baptized 
by John, the twelve, and, seventy, came into the 
church by letter or relation on Pentecost. 

ThoBe statements have been with me these sev- 
eral years and I only wrote them to call attention 
to, what in my mind is, an unwaranted assumption, 
considered with the facts in the case, that is crowd- 
ed into every avenue of theology. 

Bro. Frame's question was in regard to the great 
andnotable day of the Lord; the matter here consid- 
ered, was pei tienent in that connection. 

To see if your "pointers to possible truth," point 
in the right direction, I ask these questions, and 
ask fair square answers. If your pointers stand 
the investigation of friends they will stand the in- 
vestigation of our opponents. 

The question is left to your careful and prayer- 
ful consideration. We want t) get at what our 
creed teaches; and may the Comforter guide us 
into oil truth. 

Truly, 

Fraternally, John Duxe. 

* . A. L. Gabbek. 


Answers to Fathers' 1'rayent. 
God inspires us to pray id order that he may 


And when he has searched with finite power and 
only that, there will be yet before hiai the infinite 
eternities of time to aid him in the search; and 
thus he must he an omnipotence in himself before 
he can stand up and say, "There ia no God." 


answer our prayers. A father ha, been praying the gallery. Oh, Friends, were this class what it 
for a wayward son for fifteen year., and though ought to be, how would they hold up the standard 
the son hi not yet converted, God is answering the of light and life to the people, and the language of 
prayera of that father in prolonging the life of the encouragement to the assemblies ot the Lord • 


son. Five or six years ago the son took the morn- 
ing train for the city, some sixty miles distant, 
expecting to arrive at home the name day at 8 
o'clock, P. M. Eight o'clock came and the train 
did not arrive, and just then a wonderful impress- 
ion to pray for hU son oimt imm th» fith sr's heart, 
jnd he lifted HU soul to God in prevailing prayer, 
and felt relief. The train came in about two hours 
behind time, and the son told the father that just 
at eight o'clock, a man under the influence of liquor 
was passing through the car, and when opposite 
the young man, was in the act of falling, and the 
son caught him before he reached the floor, and 
while raising him up he felt something touch his 
head, and he discovered tnat th j poor drunken fool 
had a pistol to his he*d b if b;fore he could fire, a 
fellow- passenger had caught hm hand. Tne poor 
dmnkard, on being made to understand, said that 
he thought that he was about to be robbed, and 
wan defending himself. Thus the father's prayer 
was Sea id. 

One more incident in the life of this wayward 
boy : One Saturday evening the father was en- 
gaging in earnest drayer; a deep impression came 
upon him to plead with God for his son, that God 
might save him from bodily harm, that he might 
have more time to repent of his sins. Two hours 
from that time a colored man arrived with the son, 
intoxicated and helpless, in the bottom of a wa»on 
The colored man stated that ho was impressed to 
leave his work away off the road and go to the 
public road, and there he found the team standi ng 
with their heads in the corner of the fence on tho 
side of the road. The colored man knew the young 
man, and drove the team home, some four miles 
distant. The horsea were spirited and wild. It 
was found that the colored man was thus influenced 
just at the limo the father was pleading with God 
in prayer for his son. 

This son has a wife and five little children, and 
the grand lather loves them very dearly, and he 
pleads with God every day that the father may be 
converted and raise the children in the wuy they 
ought to walk. 

Oh how little Christians seem to understand the 
power of sincere earnest prayer! Why is it that 
so few know what privilege* they have in pray cry 
"If ye ask anything in my naou I will do it." John 
14:14. The father has faith to believe that his 
son will yet be converted, though he has been 
praying for him for fifteen years and more. The 
sou at this tim* seems to be growing worse and 
worse. We now auk the Prayer League to unite 
with this father in earnest prayer for his son that 
he may be speedily brought to Jesus. — Selected. 


Words fn Season. 

Those who know the inward guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, frequently have work laid upon them 
and words put into their mouths, which indicate 
to all that a superior wisdom directs their thoughts. 
Such testimonies come to the heart with convinc- 
ing authority, and often astonish those who are 
but natural men, and discern not the things of the 
Spirit. 

Joseph Uoag, in his Journal, relates tho follow- 
ing interesting circumstance, which occurred at a 
monthly meeting he once attended : 

"As I entered the meeting-house, these thoughts 
were in my mind: 'How ought those that sit in 
the front of the meetings so to conduct as to adorn 
the seat ot Moses, as judges and lights in Israel 1' 
the subject reBted upon me until I was made sen- 
sible that it was my duty to to leave it with them; 
and feeling the lively authority of truth, I arose 
with these words : 

"'Friends : it is often the case when I come into 
the meeting-house and cast my eyes toward the 
gallery, that the thought comes over me, how ought 
those that ait there in Moses' seat to adorn the 
place as pillars in the church, to be shining exam* 
plea 'to the people ? Friends, our neighbors have 
a right to look for it ; our children have a right to 


call lor it. The consideration of this subject many 
times causes me to tremble when I look toward 


then would he bless his heritage and his standard 
hearers with wisdom and sound judgement. But 
Friends, it appears to me there are amongst you 
those who have mounted Moses' seat, who nit in 
your galleries, whom the Lord ha*t never placed 
there and whese conduct has been a reproach.* 
Then I was led to show how they injure the cause 
of truth, and grieve their honest brethren, to whose 
hearts the testimony of truth was more dear than 
their natural life; cause the seeking inquirer after 
the way of Zion to stumble, and give an advantage 
lor gain say ers to reproach, and the daughters of 
th-.' uncircumcised 10 triumph. I w»s led to call 
upon the Joshuas to arise and cleanse the camp, 
and remove the accursed out of the host, that Is- 
rael might journey forward. I ihen felt my mind / 
turned to other subjects. / 

'After meeting I went jo my uncle's, and my 
aunt took a seat beside and said, Joseph I must 
tell thee for we know thon couldst not have had 
any outward knowledge, as thou hast not been ' 
amongst us since the occurrence took place. There 
is a friend who sits on the high seat at the right 
hand, who has quarreled with his neighbors about 
their land-lines, and carried jt to such a length 
that he got the neighborhood both in society and 
out, in an uproar ; and that Friends were then labor- 
ing with him to get the business fettled.' And 
before I left the place, I think it was, I was told 
that there was another friend who had to much 
jangling with those he did business with, that 
Friends had been laboring for sometime to get his 
affairs settled ; one of his neighbors told him in the 
presence of Friends, that it would h.ive h«eu much 
for the credit ot the Quakers, and the peace of the 
neighborhood, if he had been put under ground 
years ago. Both of these friends sat on the second 
rising seat nearly before me, at the monthly meet- 
ing." 

• The Lord has many such messages to send, ami 
thi're are plenty of people that need to hear them. 
But where are the men who are ready to receive 
and carry them? Thank God, there are some; 
may the L f >rd multiply the number. — Ex, 

In Time or Need. 

Or. J. P. Newman in a recent sermon said : "In 
New Orleans I was smitten with yellow fever. I 
buried the first, victim, and from July to Septem- 
ber 1 tended the sick. I buried that noble young 
lawyer, Vice-President Hamlin's son. At. last my 
turn came, and I was stricken down. On ring mv 
sickness I was attended at night by a negro nurse 
sent tome by General Sheridan, and in the day- 
time by a devoted lady whu was a member of one 
of the churches in the city. 

When I recovered I gave wages where wages 
were due, and rewards where rewards were due ; 
lor you must not give wages where rewards are 
due. Then I went afterward? to Washington as 
chaplain of the United States Senate. One day, 
as I was in my study, the thought came suddenly 
to me, to reward that lady. The answer was. 
'Yon did.' 'True, but not enough,* I said to my- 
self, and I wrote a cheek ami sent it at once. 

At that moment the lady was kneeling bv the 
body of her dead sister, praying that God would 
send hor a friend. She had been reduced to pov- 
erty, and what I sent her came in time to dofray 
the funeral expenses. You may relegate such a 
thing to tho law of coincidence?, but we are pray- 
ing cv«ry day thin God will administer just such a 
law of coincidence as this." — Selected. 


I speak as a man of the world to men of the 
world ; and I say to you, Search the Scriptures ! 
The Bible is the book of all others, to be read at 
all ages, and in all conditions of human file; not 
to be read once or twice or thrice through, and 
then laid aside, but to be read in small portions of 
one or two chapters every day, and never to be 
intermitted unless by aome overruling necessity. — 
Johh Quiver Adams, 


